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Overview   
   

The Open Campus secondary program provides a flexible educational opportunity to students who may 

be unlikely, for a variety of reasons, to reach their full potential in the traditional high school structure.  

The program is designed for students who desire a different setting to complete the remaining required 

units for graduation.   Students must have completed at least two years of high school, be at least 16 

years of age, and have obtained at least five (5) credits.  Students must not currently be serving 

longterm suspension or expulsion.   This program is only available to students enrolled in Rockdale  

County Public Schools. The general student population includes but is not limited to the following:    

   

• Students needing to makeup one or more courses for graduation   

• Traditional students with individual wants/needs   

• Students seeking early graduation   

• Students returning to school to complete graduation requirements   

   

All students are held to the highest expectations for conduct and decision making while enrolled in the 

program.  The school operates on a mini-semester plan.  The school year is divided into four-36 day 

terms with students attending classes four days a week, Monday-Thursday.  A standard RCPS high school 

curriculum is offered and delivered by a qualified faculty and computer supported instruction is utilized 

for credit recovery.  All students participate in an intensive advisor/advisee mentor program during their 

tenure at Open Campus.  Students must complete the required number of units and pass the relevant 

testing requirements in order to graduate.  Students are allowed to participate in the graduation 

ceremony at their home schools upon meeting all requirements for graduation.    

   

   

   

   

      



Programs   
   

I.    Full-Time Student   

• Flexible class times, 8:20 a.m. – 5:00 p.m., Monday through Thursday   

• NO classes on Fridays; however, tutorial, advisement/counseling will be available on 

Fridays   

• Flexible number of classes a student may take   

• Possibility for a student to earn more credits per semester than at home school through 

credit recovery   

• Accelerated curriculum coverage (nine week mini-semesters)   

• Accelerated credit recovery (30 hour target completion rate)   
   

   

II.     Dually Enrolled Student (Evenings)     

• For students already taking a full load at their home school   

• Dually enrolled students may apply for 5th period classes 5:30 p.m. – 7:40 p.m.   

• Accelerated credit recovery (30 hour target completion rate)   

• Ability to take classes not available at home school or classes that do not fit in home 

school’s  eight period day   

• Students may not by-pass classes available at home school to take the class at Open 

Campus   

• Dually enrolled students must complete online application.  See Open Campus website 

for details and class dates.   
    

   

III.    Full-Time Student (Evening)    

• For students who did not graduate on time with their class    

• Students must meet RCPS age enrollment requirements   

• Students must be able to complete remaining graduation requirements within the 

enrolled year   

• Students must attend Open Campus from 5:30 p.m. – 7:40 p.m.   

• Accelerated credit recovery (30 hour target completion rate)   



      

Student Identification and Selection   

   

All students must be enrolled at Rockdale County High School, Heritage High School or Salem High 

School.  Students must have completed two years of high school with at least five credits.  Students must 

be at least 16 years of age and must not currently be serving long-term suspension or expulsion.   

       

  I.    Full-Time Student   

   

      Target Population 

       Criteria A:   

• At least 16 years old   
• Earned five or more credits and at least one semester behind   

         
       Criteria B:   

• At least 16 years old   
• Earned five or more credits and seeking an accelerated means to complete high school 

graduation requirements.   
   

       Selection Priority         

       Criteria A & B:   

• Principal/Counselor recommendation   
• Credits earned   
• Student Interview   
• Discipline and attendance history   

  II.   Dually Enrolled Student    
(Evening Classes 5:30 p.m. – 7:40 p.m.)    

   

       Target Population   
• Students in good standing at RCHS, HHS or SHS   
• Enrolled in a full load at their home school   
• Needs Credit Recovery   

   

       Selection Priority        
• Space availability – Online Registration   



  III.   Full-Time Evening (5:30 p.m. – 7:40 p.m.)   

   

       Target Population   
• Students who did not graduate on time   
• Students who can complete remaining credits online and within enrolled year.   

   

       Selection Priority   
• Principal/Counselor recommendation   
• Credits earned   
• Student interview   
• Discipline and attendance history   

   

   

Application Timelines   
   

   
Students applying from another school may enter at the start of first or third 
minisemesters only; however, a student may only return to their home school at 
the beginning of a semester.  Students not currently enrolled in another school, 
may be eligible for enrollment to start at any mini-mester.   
   

   

   

Beginning of Year Enrollment:   

1st Mini-semester: July 31 – September 28     
Application Deadline      April 12, 2017   
Student Notification      April 26, 2017   

Open Campus Student Advisement & Scheduling      Individual Appointments 

First Day of Class      

   
   
   
   
Mid-Year Enrollment:   

3rd Mini-semester: January 3 – March 17     

July 31, 2017   

Application Deadline      November 10, 2017   

Student Notification      November 28, 2017  

Open Campus Student Advisement & Scheduling      Individual Appointments   

First Day of Class     January 3, 2018   

    



Start date subject to change based on the approved 2017-2018 RCPS 

calendar.     

    

  

ATTENDANCE POLICY   

    Missing more than five days of class (excused or unexcused) will result in a student 
being withdrawn from the class for the remainder of the mini-semester.   

   
  If a student is more than five minutes late for a class, it is counted as an absence, not a 

tardy.   

   
  Tardies are recorded by period.  Disciplinary consequences are assigned for each tardy 

beyond the fourth, including out of school suspension/CHOICES for excessive tardies.     
   

Students who are withdrawn from one or more classes during a mini-semester will be 
placed on a probationary period for the following mini-semester.  If a student is 
withdrawn from any further classes while on probation they will not be allowed to 
participate in the Open Campus day program the following semester.  At the principal’s 
discretion they may be given the option to attend the evening program.    

   

   

  

DISCIPLINE POLICY   

   
The Open Campus follows the same Discipline Code of Conduct as the home 
schools.     

     
       All students will be held to highest expectations for conduct and decision making 

while enrolled in the program.   

  

Students who accumulate more than five absences will be withdrawn from class.  If a 
  

student is withdrawn from all classes they will not be eligible to return to school until      
the start of the next mini-semester.       

      



    Once enrolled at Open Campus, student placement will be reviewed each 
semester by the administrative team.  Students may be dropped from the 
Open Campus program midyear or at the end of year if significant 
academic progress is not achieved or if the student has a disciplinary 
history of uncooperative behavior while at Open Campus.   

      

Frequently Asked Questions   
Q:           Who should I see if I am interested in the Open Campus program?   
A:   Students who are interested in the Open Campus should schedule an appointment with their home 

school’s guidance counselor and/or graduation coach.   

Q:   When can I start attending Open Campus?   

A:   Students can start first or third mini-semester and cannot drop enrollment at the home school during a 
semester to begin at Open Campus. Students not currently enrolled in a school may be eligible to begin at 
other times.   

Q:   Does applying for admission guarantee acceptance?   

A:   No.   

Q:   How many classes can I take?   

A:   Full-time students take four classes per mini-mester but schedules are determined based on individual 
needs   

Q:   Can I still take RCA classes?   

A:   Yes, if it can be worked into your schedule; however, the student is responsible for transportation.   

Q:   Is breakfast and lunch served?   

A:   Open Campus does not have a cafeteria but students can eat breakfast at their home school before 
transportation to Open Campus each morning.  Lunch is provided at RCA and all Open Campus students 
must travel by bus to RCA for lunch.    

Q:   Will any special programs be offered at the Open Campus?   

A:   Yes, Special education support is provided for students who are eligible for a regular diploma.  There is 
also support for students with 504 and SST plans.  The school is open on Fridays for tutorials/advisement.   

Q:   What type of diploma will I receive? Do I have to meet the same graduation requirements?   

A:   Diploma types and graduation requirements are the same as the home schools.   

Q:   Do I have to stay at Open Campus until I graduate?   

A:   No. This is a voluntary program.  Students can return to their home school, but only at the start of the 
home school’s semester.   

Q:   Can I participate in the graduation ceremony at my home school?   

A:   Yes.   

Q:   Is transportation provided?    
A:   Yes. Students may ride their regular bus routes to their home school in the mornings and a shuttle takes  

them from their home school to Open Campus.  Transportation is provided to the student’s designated 

drop off/pick up area after 4th period (5:00 pm).  No transportation is provided at 7:40 pm for evening 

school.    
Q:            Can I participate in my home school’s athletics program or other extra-curricular activities?   
A:   Yes.  If a student meets the eligibility requirements they may participate in activities that do not interfere 

with their Open Campus schedule.  Students are still considered a student at their home school.   



Q:   Is there an attendance policy?   

A:   Yes.  The Open Campus has a very strict attendance policy.  Missing more than five days (excused or 
unexcused) will result in the student being withdrawn from the class for the remainder of the 
minisemester.  Additional attendance information is included in this packet.   

Q:   Do students attend classes on Fridays?   

A:   Classes are not scheduled on Fridays, however students are strongly encouraged to attend credit 
recovery, tutorial or other offerings at Open Campus every Friday from 8:20 a.m. until 10:30 a.m.  
Transportation is provided.     

  


